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PRESS RELEASE
Waba “Ani Agri Partnership Program (WAPP) Launched to Empower Landowners

for Investment-Ready Agribusiness in Markham Valley

Mutzing, 29 October 2025 - Over 50 participants attended the official launch of the Waba ‘Ani Agri
Partnership Program (WAPP) at the Mutzing Kaiapit Lutheran Circuit Hall, including community leaders,
farmers, agribusiness partners, development partners, research and academic institutions, and
representatives from the Morobe Provincial and Markham District Development Authorities.

WAPP is a comprehensive Training of Trainers (ToT) initiative developed by the Papua New Guinea
University of Technology (PNGUO0T) in partnership with Grow PNG. Mr Willie Pilailo, Chief Executive
Officer of the Markham District Development Authority (MDDA) and representative of the Grow PNG
Advisory Council officially opened the program on behalf of Grow PNG.

In his opening remarks, Mr Willie Pilailo, CEO of the MDDA, emphasized addressing three key
challenges; landowner awareness, financial literacy, and investor confidence will help “shift farmers’
mindsets from a consumer-oriented approach to one focused on agribusiness.” He reaffirmed the district’s
full support for the program and acknowledged the combined effort of PNGUoT and Grow PNG in
developing the WAPP training module.

The program’s name, “Waba ‘Ani,” meaning “Welcome” in the local Atzera language of the Markham
Valley, symbolizes landowners’ openness to responsibly and sustainably embrace investment
opportunities. It also highlights the vital role of land in fostering economic growth and supporting
smallholder livelihoods while reflecting the program’s roots in the Markham Valley and its potential to
expand across Morobe Province and beyond.

WAPP is designed to equip government district officers and community leaders to become certified
trainers capable of effectively delivering training and awareness programs to smallholder farmers,
landowner groups, and cooperatives in rural communities, particularly in the Markham Valley, and
eventually, the wider region. These certified trainers will use the WAPP model to conduct training and
awareness sessions with landowners and farmer groups, helping them engage confidently in sustainable
agribusiness partnerships. The approach aims to bridge critical knowledge gaps and address barriers that
hinder inclusive and sustainable agricultural development.

The keynote address was delivered by PNGUoT Vice-Chancellor, Prof Ora Renagi, on behalf of the
Member for Markham and Deputy Speaker of Parliament, Hon. Koni Iguan.

“I strongly believe that agriculture is the foundation of our economy at the micro level — it is by our local
farming communities that we can build our nation,” said Prof Renagi. He challenged the academics to use
their knowledge and skills in implementing practical initiatives to support economic development through
agriculture at a community level.

The program was officially launched through a ribbon-cutting ceremony led by Prof Ora Renagi, MDDA
CEO Mr Willie Pilailo, Grow PNG Agri Partnership Manager Mr Hosea Mailil, and farmer representative
Mr Tom Francis. This was followed by the signing of a Letter of Intent between PNGUoT, MDDA, and
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Grow PNG, formalising their partnership and support for the pilot rollout of WAPP’s Training-of-Trainers
(ToT) program in the valley.

The program responds to challenges identified by Grow PNG through its work in the Markham Valley,
including limited understanding of business partnerships among landowners, gaps in financial literacy that
reduce farmers’ ability to attract and maintain investment, and investor concerns related to land conflicts,
unclear agreements, and doubts about smallholders’ business capacities.

To address these challenges, WAPP was developed as a locally relevant training program that integrates
practical lessons on land access, gender mainstreaming, financial management, climate-smart agriculture,
and sustainable business practices. The program builds on existing Grow PNG initiatives; such as the Land
Access Guide Training Program, Gender Mainstreaming Training, and Farming as a Business, enhancing
their impact by equipping participants with practical skills needed to manage land, business partnerships,
and community resources effectively.

The development of WAPP involved extensive stakeholder consultations with agribusiness partners,
development agencies, local authorities, and other key actors in the agricultural sector. Three schools
within PNGUoT collaborated to design a comprehensive Training of Trainers (ToT) program, ensuring
that the content was practical, locally relevant, and aligned with participants’ needs: the School of
Agriculture and Science, covering Farming as a Business, Resource Planning, and Bookkeeping; the
School of Communication and Development Studies, covering Development Practices, Conflict
Resolution, Negotiation Skills, and Project Planning; and the School of Surveying and Land Studies,
focusing on Land Tenure, Land Administration, and Land Registration.

WAPP employs hands-on workshops, practical exercises, and applied learning, ensuring participants can
integrate knowledge across multiple disciplines. Upon completion, participants will receive certification,
empowering them to deliver the program effectively and engage with investors in structured, mutually
beneficial partnerships.

Aligned with Papua New Guinea’s Medium-Term Development Plan, Vision 2050, and the MDDA’s five-
year development plan, WAPP promotes inclusive economic growth, gender equality, climate resilience,
and sustainable agricultural development. By equipping landowners with knowledge and skills in land
tenure, financial management, and investor engagement, the program strengthens smallholder livelihoods,
attracts agribusiness investment, and fosters long-term sustainable development in the Markham Valley
and beyond.

With the successful launch of the program, planning is now underway for the rollout of the WAPP ToT
program in the coming weeks. The Markham District Development Authority has already selected key
trainers; district officers and community leaders who will be trained by trainers at the Papua New Guinea
University of Technology. The pilot rollout in the Markham Valley is expected to create meaningful
impact, with potential for expansion to other districts and provinces.
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For media inquiries or further information, please contact:

Heather Apo

Program Associate, Grow PNG

Phone number: 72727392

Email: heather@growpng.org or info@growpng.org

About Grow PNG:

Grow PNG is a non-profit organization. An Australian Government Funded Initiative under the PNG-Aus
Partnership and is part of the Grow Asia network, an initiative of the World Economic Forum based in
Singapore with partnerships in four other ASEAN Countries; Indonesia, Philippines, Vietnam and
Cambodia. Grow PNG is a broker in Papua New Guinea’s Agri-business sector; an organisation, farmers
and landowners can approach to help maximize the potential of their land and which investors can
approach to identify business models that work. Based in Lae, Papua New Guinea, the gateway to the
Markham and Ramu agriculture Corridor.

Follow Grow PNG:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/growpng/

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/grow-png-ltd
YouTube: www.youtube.com/@InfoGrowPNG
Website: www.growpng.org
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